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Extraé from Dr. Towers’s Thoughis on the Commencement 
of a New Parliament, with an Appendix, containing Re- 
marks on the Letter of the Right Bon. Edmund Burke 
on the Revohition in France. . 


R. TOWERS remarks, that ‘ Few periods in the hiftery 

of mankind have been more diftinguifhed thn the prefent, 

by great, important, and interefting events. The moft fignal, and 

the moft unexpected revolutions have taken place. An ardent 

and enlightened zeal for the great interefts of mankind has been 

manifefted in different parts of the globe, and has produced the 

moft falutary confequences. It has been difplayed even among 

thofe, who had long been enured to the galling chains of defpo- 

tifm, and who feemed to have almoft totally forgotten their rights 
as men, and their claims as citizens. 

“ Among thefe events, the late revolution in France is one of 
the moft confpicuous and ftriking. ‘The tranfition was fo great, 
and fo extraordinary, from fuch a defpotic government as that 
which had long prevailed in that kingdom, to fo free a conttitution 
as that which is now eftablifhed, that it could not but arreft the 
attention of all, who were not wholly regardlefs of the tranfaCtions 
of foreign nations, or of the great interefts of mankind. It af- 
forded a fublime pleafure to the friends of liberty, of virtue, of 
human ‘happinefs, to fee a great nation fhaking off its fetters, 
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compelling its rulers to acknowledge the juft claims of the people, 
and afferting the rights of men,in the nobleft and fulleft manner,” 


Dr. Towers afterwards obferves, 

“ T rejoice in the freedom of France ; I rejoice, that fo great 
and refpectable a nation has recovered its liberties ; I hope, that 
they will be confirmed in the fulleft manner ; and that no un- 
toward events, no ficklenefs of the people, nor any iniqui- 
tous interpofition of foreign powers, will in any degree impede 
and retard their complete eftablifhment. But I with, at the fame 
time, that Great Britain may ftill continue free ; that its inhabi- 
tants may not degenerate from the virtues of their anceftors ; 
that our political conftitution may be improved; and that the 
wifeft and beft meafures may be adopted for its fecurity and per» 
manence. 

“ Jt is from reflections and fentiments like thefe, that I have 
been Jed to view, with fome degree of folicitude, the commence- 
ment of the Seventéenth Parliament of Great Britain. At the 
fame time, I am willing to cherifh the hope, that notwithftanding 
fome ftrong fymptoms of political degeneracy which have latel 
been too manifeft among us, yet that there may ftill be found fuf- 
ficient energy, fpirit, and virtue, among the people and the Par- 
liament, not only to maintain our antient rights, but to reform the 
defects in our conftitution, and ftill farther to advance the freedom, 
and the felicity of our country.” 


Dr. Towers then makes a variety of remarks on the procced- 
ings of the laft Parliament, and on the conduct and adminiftration 
of Mr. Pitt. He particularly objeéts to the late great extenfion of 
the excife, to the manner in which new revenue atts are com- 
monly framed, to the commutation act, to the late Pruflian treaty, 
and to the manner in which this country interfered, in conjunction 
with Pruffia, in the affairs of Holland, He alfo mentionsa variety 
of particulars, which he conceives fhould engage the attention of 
a new Parliament ; and, among others, a reform of the repre- 
fentation of the people in the Houfe of Commons, a revifion of 
the, penal laws, the fuppreffion of lotteries, and of the prefent 
practice of imprefling feamen; and a due regard to the prefent 
ftate of the filver and the copper coinage. 

Thetfe are certainly iubjects of great political importance, and 
muft engage the attention of every friend to his country. 

In 
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le, In his Appendix, Dr. Towers enters into an examination of. the 
“9 late celebrated publication of Mr. Burke. Of that gentleman, 
he obferves, 

“ I have always entertained a high refpect for the talents and 
at the character of this very ingenious, cloquent, and learned writer, 
at though I could not always concur witf him in fentiment ; and 
a Ihave confidered many of his parliamentary exertions as juftly en- 
li- titled to great and diftinguifhed applaufe. I cannot, therefore, 
de but moft fincerely regret, that fuch admirable abilities fhould be 
ne employed, in productions fo little friendly to fome of the moft im- 
i ~ portant interefts of mankind, as his late Reflections on the Revo- 
5 5 lution in France.” 
he ; 
r= | He defends the conduc of the Revolution and Conftitutional 

Societies, and afterwards more particularly examines the different 
ye parts of Mr, Burke’s performance. Of that work he remarks, 
2 that “ Mr. Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France, is a 
eC very fplendid compofition in point of language; he often difplays 
Teg a very luxuriant imagination ; but he is extremely deficient in juft 
| reafoning,, He has a great profufion of rhetoric, but is very 
Q far from having an equal proportion of logic ; and his ftatement 
t of facts, or what he relates as facts, relative to the French revo- 
eo lution. has often much more of the appearance of an hiftorical 
ly romance, than of a juft or impartial account of the real ftate of 

things.” 

jo In anfwer to the apology that Mr. Burke makes for the French 
n° - government previous to the late revolution, Dr. Towers fays, 

if “ In France, before the revolution, the common people were 
~ opprefled by the Crown, by the nobility, and by the power of the 
> ecclefiaftics ; the commonalty and peafantry groaned under the 
n weight of unequal and unjuft taxes, and of burthenfome and un- 
y reafonable feudal fervices ; the laws did not inflict punifhment 
£ on the guilty, nor afford protection to innocence ; liberty of con- 
» fcience is not allowed, nor the freedom of fpeech, or of the prefs ; 
f lettres de cachet for the arbitrary imprifonment of the moft refpeét- 
t able citizens were often obtained with facility by the miftrefs of a 
t king or of a minifter; the worthieft men might be thrown into 


dungeons, and imprifoned at pleafure, without even knowing the 
1 offences with which they were charged ; and no man could be fe- 
cured by the laws of his country, from perpetual imprifonment, or 
the groffeft injuries and indignities, if directed or authorifed by the Mt 
Az minions 
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minions of the court. Indeed, Mr. Burke himfelf acknowledges, 
that the fovereign of France had an ‘ unlimited power over the 
perfons of his fubjects.’ No oppofition could be too great againft 
fuch power, by whomfoever it might be poffeffed ; and we need 
not hefitate to pronounce, that there can be no country upon earth 
in which fuch a government ought to be endured, as that which 
fubfifted in France before the Revolution.” 


Of Mr. Burke’s account of the Revolution in England, Dr. 
‘Towers remarks, 

“ On a full confideration of all that has been advaneed by 
Mr. Burke on the fubject of the Revolution in England in 1688; 
we may venture to affirm, tiat his account of that tranfaction, 
and his ftatement of the principles on which it was tranfacted, 
and which refult from it, are not grounded upon the ideas of our 
anceftors, nor Bi the ideas of thofe who were the moft inftru- 
mental in bringi::g about that great event; and that they are con- 
trary to all juit fentiments refpecting the rights of human nature, 
and the true oyigin and defign of civil government. Mr. Burke 
has intimated his apprehenfions,that the French nation have formed 
erroneous ideas of the opinions and difpofitions of the people of 
England, from ‘ certain publications,’ which have appeared in 
this country, meaning, apparently, the publications of the Confti- 
tutional and the Revolution Societies. But, I mutt confefs, that 
I have met with no publications that appeared to me fo grofsly to 
mifreprefent the fentinients and difpofitio: is of the people of Eng- 
land, refpecting the late French Revolution, or our Revolution 
in 3688, as Mr. Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in 
France. 

“ It is afferted by Mr. Burke, that the basly of the people of 
England utterly difclaii, and will refift the practical aflertion of 
¢ with their lives and fortunes,’ thofe principles, which Dr. Price 
has ftated to be the principles of the Revolution ; namely, that 
we have a right ¢ to choofe our own governors ; to cafhier them 
for mifcond iuct, and to frame a government for ourfelves.’ But 
Iam fo fully c convinced, that Mr. Burke’s ideas upon that fubject 
are totally ill founded, that if ever the fenfe of the inhabitants of 
this country fhould be taken upon the following queftions, 
Whether all legitimate power is, or is not, dcrived from the peo- 
ple?) Whether all thofe who are invcfted with the powers of go- 

vernment, are accountable to the nation for their dHcharge of the 
offices entruftes tothem ? Whether the people have nota right ta 
dethrone 
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dethrone a King for tyranny ? and, Whether the people and Par- 
liament of England have not alfo a right to adopt that mode of 
government, which they conceive to be moft conducive to their 
own advantage? I have no doubt but that thefe queftions would 
be anfwered by the people of England inthe affirmative, witha 
voice that fhould be heard to the moft diftant parts of the king 
dom, and that no prince or minifter would dare to contradict. 

«“ Mr. Burke fays, that the prefent king ‘holds his crown in 
contempt of the Revolution Society.” But I hope, tiat he does 
not hold it in contempt of the people of England, or of their 
choice or approbation. Sir William Temple informs us,. that 
Monf. Gourville, who had refided a confiderable time in England, 
and obferved much of. the temper and difpofition of the people, 
faid to him at Bruffels, A king of England, who will be the man 
of his people, is the greateft king in the world, but if he will be 
fomething more, by G— he is nothing at all.” This {peech Sic 
William reported to Charles II. becaule he knew, he fays, that the 
king efteemed Monf. Gourville, as having ‘the foundeft head of 
any: Frenchman he had ever feen.’  ‘Thefe fentiments of Mona 
Gourville’s refpecting the kings of England, Charles did not, 
however, at firft, feem perfectly to relifh ; but, after a little con- 
fideration, he appeared to acquiefce in them ; and, if thefe fenti- 
ments could be acquie{ced in, even apparently, by a prince of ‘the 
Houle of Stuart, I hope no prince of the Houfe of Hanover will 
forget that his family derive their prefent dignity from the Parlia- 
ment and people of England, and that to fecure and eftablith their 
rights was the defign and the end of their elevation.” 





The Hiftory of a Widow and her Family. 
(Continued from Page 607, and concluded.) 


OTHARIO, mean while, Ieft no arts of infinuation and 
flattery untried, to win her confent to his defigns;—he 
made her an offer of a confiderable fetilement for life, and of a 
handfome provifion for her brother. She {till kept him at bay ; 
buthe began to conceive fome better hopes from her more foft- 
ened appearance, and did not doubt to gain his point, when he had 
melted her by his fuppliant importunities and proteftatious of love, 
It would be tedious to relate the methods he tried, during the 
courfe of fome months. He didnot, indeed, come to direct torce, 
though 
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though he would fometimes break into her apartment, and talk to 
her ina manner that highly provoked her; but fhe endeavoured 
to conceal her refentment. One morning, when Lothario-was 
from home, fhe got up much earlier than her ufual hour, and hav- 
ing {tole a key of the garden, fhe flipt out unperceived by any of 
the fervants. After fhe had croffed the garden, fhe leapt from 
the funk fence, and with difficulty {crambled up the oppofite fide 
of the ditch.—She pafled over feveral fields, forcing her way 
through the hedges. Fear added wings toher fpeed. She went 
on till the thought herfelf out of danger, and then fhe fatedown 
by the fide of a hedge, quite tired with fatigue and want of fleep. 
She now began to think over the dangers fhe had run, the trials 
and infults fhe had borne,—the greater ones fhe had feared; but 
efpecially, the dreadful fufpenfe fhe was in about what might {till 
befall her. All thefe things came crouding into her thoughts, and 
filled her with a variety of ftrong emotions. She looked up to 
Heaven for relief, and committed herfelf, and the fuccefs of her 
efcape, toa good providence. Nature being at length over- 
charged, and quite {pent, fhe funk into fleep on the green turf. 

It happened, that a company of gentlemen were out that 
morning a fox-hunting. The chace had been long, and one of 
the party being thrown out, chanced to come to the place where 
Eliza lay. He ftarted at the fight of a lady faft afleep, and 
loofely drefled, with her face and arms ftrangely fcratched, and 
the blood drawn in many places. But amidft all the diforder of 
her drefs and looks, he was ftruck with the amiablenefs of her 
appearance, and finenefs of her fhape, which {poke ftrongly in her 
favour, and confuted, in fome meafure, the difadvantageous cir- 
cumnftances in which he faw her. He ftood for fome time gazing 
at her with pleafure and aftonifhment, and was afraid to awake 
her. Buthow much more was Eliza alarmed, when fhe opened 
her eyes upon a gentleman ina hunting-drefs, gazing at her, 
with his horfe in his hand! Afhamed to be furprized in fuch dit- 
order, the ftarted up on her fect: Her firft thought was to have 
run off directly, without fpeaking a word ; but thinking it vain 
to fly from one, in whofe power fhe was, or to betray an infignifi- 
cant diftruft, fhe chofe rather to try his generofity. She faid, fhe 
doubted not but he wasa little furprifed at finding a woman in 
that place, and in fuch an odd condition, but begged he would 
fufpend his wonder, till fhe had an opportunity of informing him 
more particularly of the occafion ;—that juft then fhe could only 
tell him, that an extraordinary accident had brought her into thote 
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circumftances ;~—and as he had the appearance of a gentleman, 
fhe did not doubt but he had the honour of one.—She fhould 
therefore put herfelf under his protection, and begged that he 
would conduct her to fome place of fafety. He told her, that he 
would moft chearfully undertake fo agreeable a charge,—that a 
lady of his acquaintance lived hard by, to whofe houfe he would 
conduct her, where fhe might be fure of a hearty welcome, and 
to be treated with that honour fhe appeared to deferve, till fhe was 
recovered of her fatigue, and in a condition to remove elfewhere. 
His open countenance, and gentleman-like mien, gave her fome 
degree of confidence in him, though unknown. And fhould fhe 
be deceived, fhe did not fee how fhe could fecure acivil ufage, 
by any means fo effectual, as by exprefling an entire truft in her 
protector. She frankly accepted his offer, and returned him 
thanks in fo graceful a manner, that made him think himfelf the 
debtor. By thistime fome of the fervants came up. He ordered 
one of them to take the lady up behind him, and conducted her 
himfelf directly tohis mother’s, wholived at her jointure-houfe, 
but a few miles off. There Eliza found herfelf among a very 
different fet of people from thofe fhe had met with at Lothario’s, 


.and was entertained in quite another manner. The gentleman 


informed his mother of the diftrefs he found the lady in, and 
defired fhe would lend her friendly aid to recover her of the 
fright and fatigue fhe had undergone. ‘The ladies, like two 
kindred fouls, toon diftinguifhed each other, and no fooner faw, 
than they efteemed ; at leaft, formed the moft agreeable ideas the 
one of the other. Eliza being left in good hands, the young gen- 
tleman took his leave, and returned to his own houfe, full of the 
image of the lovely ftranger, whofe afpect and whole behaviour 
raifed in him high admiration and delight. He imagined to him- 
felf a thoufand excellencies concealed under fo fair aform, and2 
demeanour fo fingularly graceful. He was no fooner at home than 
rufhing intoa friend’s apartment who lodged with him, he im- 
mediately told him his uncommon adventure ; expatiated much 
on the charms and outward accomplifhments of the diftreft 
ftranger, and added, that, if her character and merit correfponded 
tofuch fair appearances, he thought her a treafure worth pur- 
chafing at any rate. He was nota little impatient, till he re- 
turned next day to fee her, and enquire after her health. But how 
troubled and confounded was he, when he heard that Eliza was 
feized with a fever ? it was, however, of the flighter kind, and 
when it went off, fhe appeared to him with new charms: She had 
now 








8 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


now recovered her natural looks, and though- paler than ufual, 
yet that palenefs had fomething fo languifhing and foft in it, and 
fo different from that over-heated flufh, which a conflict of vari- 
ous paffions had given her, that the young gentleman was quite in 
raptures. Eliza renewed her acknowledgments to him for his 
generous deliverance and protection of her, freely confefled fhe 
had at firft fome fufpicion and diftruft of him, as the had had fo late 
a proof of the falfehood and treachery of the fex, but fhe was 
now convinced, by his means, thatmen were not all alike. He 
thanked her for tiie compliment fhe made him, and told her, he 
was repaid for what he had done, by the fatisfaction fhe exprefled 
with his conduct, and the pleafure he felt in having contributed 
to the eafe and fafety of fo deferving a lady; and defired fhe 
would condefcend to inform him of her misfortune. -You have 
aright, Sir, anfwered Eliza, to know my ftory, andit is fit-I 
fhould remove any fufpicions, which my being found in fuch un- 
favourable circumitances, may have raifed. Upon hearing her 
ftory, her folitary condition and way of life before fhe was carried 
off, and particularly the account of her family and relations, how 
much was he furprifed and delighted, to find the young lady the 
fifter of his friend and fellow-traveller, Eubulus, who had re- 
turned with him not above a month before! Joy flowed fo full 
uponhim, that Agathias was going to have taken Eliza in his 
arms, and tohave made a full difeovery. But he checked him- 
felf, and only congratulated her upon her happy efcape ; and he 
made no doubt but that as Heaven had already appeared very 
feafonably for her relief, it would at laft crown her virtue with an 
happinefs proportioned to it. Upon this, he left her. 

When Agathias and Eubulus returned from their travels, 
Eubulus was extremely troubled to find the manfion-houfe defolate, 
and his dear filter, his chief joy in life, gone, and nobody could 
tell whither. 

Agathias told that friend I mentioned before, who was Eubulus 
himfelf, (for he had been moftly with him fince his return, not 
being able to bear the folitude of his own houfe, where every 
apartment and field recalled fome mournful image of his heavy 
lofs;) I fay, he told Eubulus, that the lady’s converfation and 
manners juftitied, and even increafed the high efteem he had 
conceived for her. And, added he, with a kind of tranfport of 
joy, you yourfelf, Eubulus, thall judge to-morrow, whether I have 
been hafty in my opinion. 

Next 
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Next day, he took Eubulus with’him, to fee the unfortunate 
ftranger. ‘The mother of Agathias had concerted it with her 
fon, not to reveal any thing to either of them ; andhad only 
prepared Eliza thus far, as to tell her, fhe was to introduce toher 
a particular friend of her fon.—As Eubulus had been feveral 
years abroad, both his and his fifter’s looks were pretty much 
altered. He could not, however, help feeling fome ftrange 
fympathies at his firft feeing her, which he did not know, or; indeed, 
endeavour to account for. Eliza’s concern was reciprocal, and 
fhe was obferved to fteal feveral attentive glances at himy which 
drew fome blufhes from her, when fhe perceived they were taken 
notice of. Agathias, mean while, and his mother were greatly 
delighted with thofe kindlings of mutua! fympathy, and a grow- 
ing tendernefs which they faw flafhing, like harmlefs lightning, 
from eye to eye. In the afternoon, they led them into the garden, 
where, in a retired arbour, Agathias’s motherbegged of Eliza ta 
entertain them with an account of her ftury, and the late accident ; 
for perhaps, added fhe, the ftranger we have introduced to you 
is more interefted in your fortunes than you are aware of.’ Eliza 
would have gladly declined the tafk, but as fhe could not refufe 
her benefaétrefs fo finall a boon, the, with modeft, downcatt eyes, 
begun her ftory from the time ef her firft acquaintance with 
Lothario, and told what had befallen her fince, till her fortunate 
meeting with Agathias, her generous deliverer. She told her 
ftory fo gracefully, reprefented the villainy of Lothario in fuch 
foft terms, and paffed over her own behaviour with fucha modeit 


‘bafhfulnefs and humility, as wonderfully moved and charmed 


Agathias and his mother. Eubulus felt an uncommon tendernefs, 
mixed with admiration; the tears ftarted into his eyes. Madam, 
faidhe, give me leave to afk your nameand family? Alas! Sir, 
fhe replivd, you detire me to renew my grief. But that part of 
my ftory is fhort : My parents are both dead, my dear mother laft. 
Ihad once two brothers, they went abroad feveral years ago, but 
whether they are dead oralive, I have not latelyheard. One of 
them had been very unhappy ; with the other, Ihad formeda 
tender and inviolable friendihip : He is now upon his travels with 
a gentleman of fortune and great merit. I with for nothing to 
repair the lofs of the beft of mothers, and make me completely 
happy, but to feehim again. If my dear Eubulus be itili alive, 
and it pleafe Heaven to reftore him to my fight, O how happy— 
fhe could proceed no farther ; fighs denied a paflage to her words. 
Eubulus,-whofe mind had been all along fhaken with a thoufand 
Vor. XVII. 415. B emotions 
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emotions of tendernefs and paffion, could contain no longer. 
He ftarted from his feat, and ran to her in the tendereft tranfports, 
and clafping ‘her in his arms, burft out, then, my deareft fifter, be 
as happy as your virtue—words failed him to fay more ; a flood 
of tears fucceeded, the effect of inexpreffible delight. This un- 
expected recovering of her brother, raifed in Eliza’s breaft fuch a 
conflict of agrecable paffions, that fhe continued fome time. 
fpeechlefs. Nor were Agathias and his mother lefs melted with 
fo tender afcene. Eliza, having at length given vent to the joy 
which overpowered her, in aliberal flood of tears, broke out: 
O, my deareft Eubulus, my brother ! Is it you? Am I, indeed, 
fohappy as to fee you again? Has Heaven reftored you to me 
to part no more ? Behold there, in the fonof my benefactrefs, my 
deliverer and guardian, to whom I owe more than life, my honour, 
and my all! You muft acknowledge the immenfe debt I owe him ; 
I have an heart to feel, but want words to exprefsit. O, ma- 
dam, replied Agathias, your brother and my friend, as well as 
tellow-traveller, has already repaid me more fubftantially than by 
words. ‘To his bravery 1 owe my life, which Heaven has pro- 
longed to give me an opportunity of preferving what is infinitely 
dearer tome. Iam more than fufficiently rewarded, in the plea- 
fure of having contributed to the eafe of one fo deferving in her- 
felf, andfo deartohim. If you, madam, think there is any thing 
yet owing, it is you only who can pay it. ”Tis yourfelf I afk,as 
the full reward. To poflefs fuch a treafure is all 1 wifh to crown 
my happinefs. My fortune is not equal to your merit, but it will 
be more than enough, if I can fhare it with you—The high ge- 
nerofity of fuch a propofal, fo furprifed and confounded Eliza, 
that fhe could make no reply, but her filent blufhes fignified her 
confent, with 2 medeft and expreflive eloquence, tranfcending all 
the pomp of words. The match was concluded in a few days, 
with the entire approbation of all their friends. Agathias found 
that treafure he withed for and deferved, in the poffefiion of one of 
the moft virtuous and accomplifhed of her fex; and Eliza’s 
tranfient fufterings, which fhe bore fo gracefully, were rewarded 
withahappinefs that fill continues undecaying, in conjunction 
with one of the beft of men, 

The other brother, Pamphilus, having fuffered in confequence 
of giving way to vicious practices, was feverely mortified, and his 
reflections led him to a thorough and complcte rcformation. He 
behaved extremely well as a military man, arrived to confiderable 
promotion, and died, at an advanced age, much lamented. 
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The Hiftory of Knowledge, Learning, and Tafte, in Great 
Britain, during the Reign of Queen Elizabetb.—Pari 
the Firft. 


[From the New Annual Regifter, for the Year 1789.] 


i the courfe of feveral preceding articles, the profpect has 
been opening upon us with regard to the advances which were 
made in the ftateof fcience and literature in this kingdom. Thefe 
advances, if not fo rapid and complete as might be wifhed, borea 
confiderable proportion to the fituation of things in other coun- 
tries, Italy excepted, which long preceded, and far excelled the 
reft of Europe in fome of the fineft energies and exertions of the 
human mind, and efpecially with refpect to poetry, painting, and 
the polite arts ingeneral. It was the progrefs of religious truth 
that in England was the moft fubje& to interruptions ; and this 
chad particularly been the cafe during the gloomy, but happily the 
fhort reign of Queen Mary. . Neverthelefs, on the whole, the 
light of learning continued to break in upon our ifland; and 
though it was indeed, for a while, only the dawn of the morning, 
it promifed to lead on to a more perfect day. 

At length we arecome to a reign of diftinguifhed importance 
in the hiftory of Great Britain, and, in fact, of diftinguifhed 
importance in the hiftory of the weftern part of Europe. For ° 
the honour of what is ufually called the weaker fex, this reign was 
that of a woman. ‘The firlt inftance, and the immediately pre- 
«ceding inftance, of female government in our country, had not 
recommended that part of the Englifh conftitution which ren- 
deredthe crown deicendible to women: But the fecond amply 
juftified this rule of fucceffion, and fhewed that a faliquelaw 
would not univerfally be ufeful ; for Queen Elizabeth ruled with 
a wifdom and glory which few men have attained, 

Weare not infenfible that much diverfity of opinion has fub- 
fitted, and many difputes been maintained, concerning various 
parts of Elizabeth’s character and government; and that fhe has 
been reprefented in very different lights, according as’ writers 
have been affected by their religious or political fentiments. Buty, 
notwithftanding the ebullitions of extravagant encomium on the 
one hand, or the cenfures of unreafonable diflike on the other, 
it is not difficult to form a juft eftimate concerning her. It 
ought tobe allowed, by her warmeit panegyrifts, that even with 
refpect to her public adminiftration, fome few dedutions fhould be 

Bb 2 made 
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made from her praifes. Still, however, it is chiefly with regard 
to her private and.perfonal qualities, that fhe is liable to exception 
and condemnation. Asawomin fhe had many faults, but asa 
fovercign her fplendour was truly great. Her adminiftration of 
foreign affairs, in circumttances of peculiat embarraflment and 
danger, was wife and vigorous; and her folicitude to promote 
the general profperity of her fubjects, was fteady and perfevering. 
Commerce and navigation received a large increafe under her 
foftering care; the people gradually advanced in wealth and 
profperity ; and the kingdom ftood in high reputation. The 
genius of Englifhmen awoke from the torpidity which had too 
much depreffed it in the preceding reigns, and difplayed itfelf in 
noble exploits and manly exertions. 

In avariety of views, the luftre of literature in the period of 

een Elizabeth was equal to its luftre in other refpeéts. It 
may truly be faid, that her reign wasa reign of knowledge and 
learning, as well as of political wifdom and military glory. 
Some have carried their encomiums fo far as to reprefent it as the 
golden age of Englith literature; but this cannot be confidered 
as thereal truth of the cafe. Howevereminent many of the per- 
fons were who adomed the era of Elizabeth ; however juftly 
their names are ftill held in efteem and reputation; and though 
fome of their works defervedly continue to be read and:admired, 
there are undoubtedly feveral important parts of {cience which, 
in latertimes, have been ftudied with greater accuracy, and ad- 
‘vanced to a much higher degree of perfection. . It is not neceflary 
in order to dojuftice tothe period before us, to extol it beyond its 
‘real merit, or to depreciate the improvements of fucceeding 

es. 

The firft grand point that prefents itfelf, in the literary hiftory 
‘of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, is the ftate of religion; for 
theology was at that time connected with every thing which is 
important and interefting in the condition of fociety. In ftrict 
philofophical truth, religion and civil policy are feparate objects, 
arid ought not to be mingled together. But in the period we are 
treating of, it was almoit impoffible that a principle fo rational 
and refined fhould enter into the conceptions of the human 
underftanding. Confidering the fituation of public affairs, and 
the fen‘iments, temper, and manners of the age, it was neceflary 
that government fhould interfere in religious matters. The chief 
thing to be regretted is, that government fhould aflume fo abfolute 
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an authority in them, and not unite toleration with eflablifh- 
ment; but of toleration no fet of men had then any competent 
idea. 

In confequence of the reftoration of popery by Queen Mary, 
the minds of the Englifh muft have been in extreme agitation 
with regard to the conduct which would be purfued by Elizabeth, 
During the anxious fufpence of fears and hopes, the fears would 
predominate in the hearts of the Roman Catholics, and the hopes 
in thofe of the proteftants. Indeed, difcerning men could have 
little reafon to doubt concerning the part which the Queen would 
finally take. Both her education and her intereft led her to favour 
the reformation; nor could fhe long hefitate on the fubje&t. In 
thefe fentiments fhe was confirmed by the wifeft members of her 
privy council, and particularly by Sir William Cecil, who repre- 
fented to her that by re-eftablifhing the proteftant religion the 
would coincide with the general inclinations of the people, and, 
at thefame time, moft effectually provide for her own fecurity, 
fince her title to the crown was incompatible with the authority 
of the Roman pontiff. She aéted, however, with caution in the 
management of the bufinefs, and was folicitous not to alarm the . 
adherents of popery by too explicit a declaration of her inten- 
tions. Neverthelefs, while fhe preferved this circumfpection, fhe 
took care to affordearly indications of her favourable views to 
the proteftant caufe ; and {ome of thefe indications were difplayed 
imamanner that was pleafingand ingenious. When, upon her 
having given liberty to the prifoners who were confined on ac- 
count of religion, fhe was told, by one Rainsford, that he had a 
petition to prefent to her, in behalf of other prifoners called 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; fhe readily replied, that fhe 
mutt firft confult the prifoners themfelves, and learn of them whee 
ther they defired that liberty which he had afked forthem. At 
the time of her coronation, when fhe was folemnly conducted 
through the city of London, a boy, who perfonated truth, was let 
down from one of the triumphal arches, and prefented her with 
acopy of the Bible, which the received in the moft gracious. man- 
ner, placing itin her bofom, and declaring, that, amidftall the 
coftly teftimonies which the citizens had that day afforded of their 
attachment, this prefent was by far the moft precious and the moft 
acceptable, 

(To be continued.) 
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_ Extratts and Abridgments, from the Reafons for the Amend- 
ment of the Statute of 28th Henry VII, Cap. 11. 


Poa e are the hardfhips fuffered by the family by the 
death of the incumbent at the eve of harveft. 

Two-thirds of the charge of building and rebuilding parfonage 
houfes revert in Ireland to the family of him who incurred the 
firft expence, yet that juft and politick law was never introduced 
into this kingdom. 

It was aconftant ufage of this church (when fettled does not 
appear) that if a Minifter of a parifh lived till Lady-day, or a 
few weeks after, he hada right of difpofing by will of the fruits 
of the next harveft ; and it was confirmed by Edmond of Abing- 
ton, Archbifhop of Canterbury, 1236, and received as an eftab- 
lithed law. ‘The reafon was, becaufe the incumbents having dif- 
charged the duty all the winter, when little or no profit accrued 
from the preferment, muft otherwife receive a very {mall recom- 
pence: the confequence whereof would be an inability to pay their 
debts. A fynod of the diocefe of Norwich, 1255, declared a 
breach of this cuftom to be very unjuft, and threatened excom- 
munication to the violators of fo valuablea privilege. A fimilar 
conftitution was confirmed by Cardinal Wolfey for the clergy of 
the province of York 1518. By the conftitution of Thurftan, 
Archbifhop of York, the prebendaries of all the collegiate 
churches in that diocefe were allowed to difpofe of a year’s profits 
of their preferments after their death. ‘The members of the 
church of Lincoln have enjoyed for 500 years the benefit of this 
rule. Pope Honorius III. confirmed the old law of the fame kind 
to the Dean and Chapter of Litchfield. There was the fame 
rule and practice in feveral parts of Ireland. 

The clergy refolutely maintained their own cuftom, in oppo- 
fition to the canon Jaw, by which not only the fubfequent prohts, 
but what an incumbent had faved from the fruits of his benefice, 
were torevert tothe church, till the reign of Henry VIII. when 
it was fuperfeded, by the act of which we complain. 

One profefied defign of this bill, giving the profits from the 
time of avoidance, was, to enable the fuccefior to defray the 
heavy charge of firft fruits, (which were highly raifed after they 
were taken from the Pope, and annexed to the crown) and te 
enable him to be more expeditious in the paymentof them. But, 
Hitnany cafes, the reafon remains in part only, and in a greater 
number does not atall fubiift, “Lhe firft fruits of moft parochial 
livings 
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livings are much lefs in proportion to the real profits than they 
were fome years ago ; and by the 1ft of Elizabeth and 5th of Ann, 
the much greater number of livings in England are difcharged,— 
Of twenty-sight principal cathedral and collegiate churches, thir- 
teen only are rated, fourteen were never in charge, and Windfor 
was difcharged by act of Parliament. Under thete circumftances, 
if we are guided by the declared intention of the legiflature, more 
than half the clergy who fucceed to vacant benefices, ought not to 
aflume the privilege given them by this ftatute ; and, with refpect 
to the reft, the cafe is fo materially altered, they ought in equity to 
forego it. For, befides the advantages which they receive from 
the improvement of their livings, they are not under the fame dif- 
ficulties in the payment of their firft fruits with thofe whom the 
bill had in view; and, as to the fees for inftitution and induction, 
they have not been much augmented for near 200 years, 

The profeffed reafon no longer remaining, for which the claufe 
of the ftatute of Henry VIII. was enacted, why fhould not the 
clergy be relieved from the partial and inequitable effects of it ? 

If an incumbent dies before harveft, he has but a fmall com- 
penfation for his labours during the greater part of the year.— 
Befides, his tythes are fubject to the land tax, to affefiments for 
the relief of the poor, and the repair of the highways, &c. and 
they muft all be paid to the hour of the death of the incumbent, 
though, as the law now ftands, the greateit part of the revenue 
for which he is charged, becomes from that time the property of 
another. 

The ftatute of the 11th of the late King gives to the executors 
of tenants for life a title to the proportion of the annual rent to 
the time of their deceafe; and a fubfequent act of Parliament 
virtually repeals a former act in every inftance, where they are 
contrary to each other. 

Upon a fuppofition we fhould grant the bill of Henry VII. 
not to have been extremely partial at the time of its commence- 
ment, yet, from a variety of caufes, it may be now moft injurious 
and oppreffive ; for, as the feveral dues for offerings, furplice- 
fees, &c. &c. had a much greatery proportion to the tythes than 
they have at prefent, and were received in different parts of the 
year, an incumbent who died a little before harveit was not equally 
aggrieved ; and though they are now trivial fums, they would at 
that time purchafe many of the neceflaries of life, for Lord Mays- 
field faid, that a fee of 2s. in the rt of Elizabeth would now 
amount to 20s, 

A faint 
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A faint attempt was made at the beginning of this century to 
effet an alteration of the bill in queition, by fecuring a propor- 
tionable fhare of the annual profits of livings to the executors of 
incumbents according to the time of their pofleffione ‘The want 
of fuccefs was attributed to Dr. P——, yet he allows that the 
profits fhould accrue to him, on whom the fervices and burden 
fall ; and every equitable man muft grant, that the perfon who 
has performed the duty, and fupported the incumbrances for ten, 
perhaps eleven months, has a prior right to him who cannot be 
charged with them the fame number of weeks; but, by appro- 
priating to each according to the time of pofleffion, each perfon 
is paid for his labour. And why ought a hazard to be permitted 
ina cafe of fuch great confequence, on which the maintenance of 
many perfons depends, when a fair and equitable method of di- 
vifion may be with eafe adopted? and furely the alteration of this 
act would leffen, if not put an end to the differences which too 
frequently arife between the fucceflor and the reprefentative of 
the laft incumbent, by fettling the fums due to each according to 
the time of the incumbency. ‘The clergy of Exeter, it is faid, 

-convinced of the equity of this rule, endeavour to make it a ge- 
neral one. 

A plea, indeed, has been ufed by feveral, that in former inftances 
they had to their detriment been obliged to fubmit to this claufe 
of the ftatute, and they thought it very fair to reimburfe their 
lofies when a favourable opportunity offered. What is this but 
to maintain, that becaufe one man hath dealt rigoroufly by me, 
it is allowable for me to act in the fame harfh manner by another ; 
in direct violation of that golden rule of equity, which requires 

"us todo as we would Le, and not as we have been done by? 

A dread of promoting and encouraging fimoniacal contracts 
feems principally to have occafioned the Dean’s virulent oppo- 
fition to an alteration of this act of Henry VIII. From the 
warm expreffions ufed by him, it is moft probable he had received 
frequent intimations of patrons infifting on bonds or promifes of 
making allowances to the family of the predeceflor out of the 
fruits of the following harveft. But, if a proportionate divifion 
of the profits was the rule obferved, the reprefentatives of the 
laft mcumbent would be leis objects of compaffion than they now 
are. Befides, too many patrons in thefe days confult their own 
profit, and not the intereft of the widows and children of the de- 
ceafed clergymen, in the execution of their truft. When livings 
are advertifed to be fold upon an immediate refignation, or a 


proipect 
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profpect of the fpeedy death of fick or aged incumbents, can we 
doubt whether thofe preférment-brokers, calculate exaétly what 
quantity of tythe is likely toremain not fevered from the ground 
at the time of the vacancy, and expect an adequate price for the 
chance ? This abufe of the indulgence given by the act, is of 
itfelf a fufficient reafon for its alteration. 

The payment of the clergy of Canterbury according to the 
rent of houfes is quarterly. A pound rate, due at the four quarters 
of the year, is aflefled upon Coventry, Ip{wich and Northampton, | 
by particular aéts of Parliament. In fome, or all the new eftab- 
lifhed parifhes in and near the metropolis, the money levied on 
the tenants of houfes for the fupport of the reétors, is to be paid 
quarterly. The fame is the cafe in feveral parifhes in thé city, in 
which, after the dreadful fire in 1656, the income of the Minifters 
was fettled by ftat.22 and 23 of Charles II. The method pur- 
fued by thefe feveral aéts to fecure to each clergyman who dif- 
charges the duty his juft fhare of the profits, may encourage us to 
hope for fuccefs, fhould an application be made to the legiflature 
for mitigating the feverity of the actof Henry VIII. 

If we examine the numerous atts of Parliament which {well 
our acts of ftatute books, we fhall find few that more require an 
alteration than thofe which pafled inthe reign of that capricious 
and arbitrary monarch. And few probably of our countrymen 
fuffered more unjuftly (the feditious monks and bigotted priefts 
excepted) from his fevere decrees, than thofe of our profeffion.— 
He reftrained them from marrying, and even made it a capital of- 
fence for them to enjoy a natural right of mankind. And by the 
ftatute, which gave all future profits to fucceflors on benefices, 
befides, thus enabling them to pay fpeedily the firft fruits, he pro- 
bably intended to check, if he could not prevent, the common 
practice, by cutting off a refource from the maintenance of the 
wives and children of clergymen after their death, thus “heaping 
forrows upon forrows on the widows and fatherlefs.” At leaft, 
the confideration that the law was enacted when the members of 
our order were under a reftraint of celibacy is a good reafon for an 
amendment of it ; and that under fuch a change of circumftances 
this claufe fhould remain in force, is another of the grievances of 
which we juftly complain; for how great muft be the embarrafl- 
ment to receive not much more than a tenth part for the fervice 
of ten months, and thus to be deprived of almoft a year’s income 
of the benefice ! non 

Vo. XVII. 415. C Thefe 
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Thefe wete probably the reafons why Bifhop Burnet, that 
zealous promoter of the interefts of the parochial clergy, earneftly 
prefled an amendment of this act, and which prompted Bifhop 
Gibfon to exprefs a wifh, that a claufe had been added to a bill of 
the 12th of Queen Ann, to enfure an equitable confideration for 
ferving the cure of parifhes to the wives and children of fuch in- 
cumbents, who died a little before harveft. This requires al- 
teration more than the claufe, fo complained of by Burn, which 
obliges the family to quit the houfe on a month’s notice ; for the 
forms of law will permit them to keep pofleffion for a fufficient 
time, whereas they can have no redrefs, if the fucceflor is deter- 
mined to feize to his ufe of all the fubfequent profits. 

If the charges of the fucceflor’s fettling on his new prefer- 
ment are high, the profits of it are likewife rifing tohim: But 
this law is to the widow and fatherlefs a depreciation of /olatia 
luétus. 

Exigua ingentis, mifero fed debita patri. 
she ZEN, Lib. 11. 

The flipends of the clergy of the church of Scotland are pay 
able at Whitfuntide and Michaelmas ; and, in cafe of death, be- 
fore the ftipend becomes due, the family has a right, by a fpecial 
law, to half a year’s rent of the ftipend, befides what the deceafed 
was to receive for the time of his incumbency. 

And, with us, ought not the family to receive what is in ftri& 
juftice due to them, what their departed friend had earned by his 
Jabours, and what he had even purchafed by payment of taxes 
and afleflinents for profits to be received by the fucceffor ? 

The act in queftion paffed in a reign when thoufands, who 
are now injured by it, were never intended to have an exiftence. 

The clergy are now fubje& to the fame mode of taxation with 
the laity. Ought then one tobe debarred of a benefit which the 
otier enjoys? and yet the heirs of all tenants for life, except 
clergymen, are entitled toa proportion of the rent of the eftate 
according to the time for which it is charged. 

Equitas Sequitur legem, ought to be an invariable rule. In this 
inftance juftice and equity, and the law (the ftriét and biting law) 
move inlines very different and far diftant. ‘The deviation ought 
to be rectified. 

Act 28th of Henry VIII. the tythes, fruits, &c. &c. belonging 
to any parfonage, vicarage, &c. &c. growing, rifling, or coming, 
during the time of the vacation of the fame promotion fpiritual, 
fhall beling and adhere to fuch perfon as fhall be thereunto next 

prefented, 





that 
eft] 

‘hop 
ill of 
| for 
ine 
; ale 
hich 
‘ the 
‘ient 
ter- 


fer- 
But 


atia 


ay= 
be- 
cial 
fed 
HA 
his 
XeS 
ho 


ith 
he 


ate 


is 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 19 


prefented, 8c. &c. towards the payment of the firft fruits to the 
King’s highnefs, &c. 





SHORT ACCOUNT of the HERRING, 
By Mr. SMELLIE, 


HE herring inhabits the northern regions of the globe. It 
pafles a torpid winter under theice,near the polar circle. 

In June it begins to advance towards the fouth in immentfe fhoals : 
Their approach is recognifed by particular figns, fuch as the ap- 
pearance of certain fifhes, the vait number of birds, as gannets or 
folan geefe, which follow the fhoal to prey upon the herrings. But 
when the main body arrives, its breadth and depth are fo great as 
tochange the appearance of the ocean itfelf. The fhoal is ge- 


- nerally divided into columns of five or fix miles in length, and 


three or four in breadth. ‘Their progreffive motion creates a kind 
of rippling or {mall undulations in the water. They fometimes 
fink and difappear for ten or fifteen minutes, and then rife again to- 
ward the furface. When the {un fhines a variety of fplendid and 
beautiful colours are reflected upon their bodies. In their pro- 
grefs fouthward, the firft interruption they meet with is from the 
Shetland ifles. Here the fhoal divides into two branches. One 
branch {fkirts the eaftern, and the other the weftern fhores of 
Great Britain, and fill every bay and creek with their numbers, 
Thofe which proceed to the weft from Shetland, after viliting the 
Hebrides, where the great fithery is carried or, move on till they 
are again interrupted by the north of Iteland, which obliges them 
to divide a fecond time. One divifion takes to the weit, where 
they are fcarcely perceived, being foon loft in the immenfity of the 
Atlantic Ocean, ‘The other divifion goes to the Irifh Sea, and 
affords nourifhment to many thoufands of the human race, 





Anfwer, by R. Gilbert, of Crediton, ta C, C’s Queftion, inferted 
September 27. 


rst, to the fquare of the perpendicular height, add the 
fquare of the diftance from the tree, the fquare root of the 
product is equal to the diftance from the bird = 76,2 feet. 


C 2 | Secondly, 
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Secondly, from the fquare of the flant defcent fubtract the 
fquare of the perpendicular height, the fquare root of the re- 
mainder is equal to the diftance from the tree where he fell 
= 32,9 feet. 





Anfwer, by G. W. of Dawlifh, Devon, to §, G. 8.’s Charade, in- 
ferted September 27. 


gS Ba twounited ’tis plainly feen, 
A FIRKIN’s the meafure that you mean. 


*{* We have received the like anfwer from J. K. C. near 
Wells; J. H. of Lyme; R. Gilbert, of Crediton; T. Walker, 
of Hemyock; T. Mullings, of Silverton; Philomyfticus, of 
Lifkeard; Fidelio, of Bath; Furze Stub, of Long Moor; John 
Collins, of Uffculm ; J. Stephens, of Linkinhorne ; and Tho- 
mas Daw, T. Giles, and T. Hanuaford junior. 





Anfwer, by G. W. of Dawlifh, tothe Rebus, inferted September 27. 


FTER o’er the rebus I had read, 
I found from FIDELIO it did proceed. 


tt We have received the like anfwer from Furze Stub, of 
Long Moor; T. Daw, W.D.'T. Hannaford junior, and Tho- 
mas Giles, of Totnes; Philomyfticus, and Juventus, Lifkeard ; 
R. Tucker, of Broad Winfor; R. Gilbert, of Crediton ; J. H. 
of Lyme; J. Whiteway, of Dartington; W. Mullings, of Sil- 
verton; and J. K. C, near Wells, 





Anfwer, by WW. Mullings, of Silverton, toT, Daw’s Charade, in- 
ferted Odiober 11. 


dg wees chad, the town your charade means, 
In which have pafs’d many droll fcenes. 


|] We have received the like anfwer from Juventus, of Lif- 
keard; Mofes Hill, of Afhburton; and Mentor, of ‘Totnes. 
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Anfwer, by G. Webb, of Dawlifh, to Sherlock Edwards's Rebus, in- 
ferted Oétober 11. 


HE hero now fo fam’d for wit, 
Is that great ftatefman Mr. PITT. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from Juventus, of 
Lifkeard; R. Gilbert, of Crediton; W. Mullings, of Silverton; 
Mofes Hill, of Afhburton; Mentor, Juventus, W. D. and 
T. Daw, of Totnes; Philomyfticus; S$. G. Sloman, of Cul- 
lompton; J. Whiteway, of Dartington; and T. Walker, of 
Hemyock, 





Anfwer, by G. Webby of Dawlith, to the Lift of Ships enigmatically 
expreffed, inferted October 11. 


IRST, Victory. 2d. Edgar. 3d. Barfleur. 4th. Ime 
pregnable. 5th, Carnatic. 6th, Alcide. 


+t+ We have received the like anfwer from S. Hill, Dawlifh; 
and J. Whiteway, of Dartington. 


MAORI AOKI IO 


*,* We earneftly requef? our Corre{pondents to be more careful to 
render the different Productions they fend correé?, that we may not be 
obliged to leave them out on Account of their Want of Merit.--We 
would alfo caution the Writers of Enigmas, Rebujfes, Charades, 
Queflions, Fc. againft fending any but fuch as are original. 

tlt Our Correfpondents who fend Questions, Enigmas, Charades, 
Rebuffes, or Anagrams, are requefted to fend with them their genuine 
Solutions, as otherwife they cannot be inferted 

It] Our Correfpondents are requefted to obferve that it is ex= 
petted they fhould pay the Poftage of their Letters, and that otherwife 
they will not fee what they fend inferted. 

§¢§ Several Pieces of Poetry lately received are much too inate 
curate for Infertion. 

*,* Our Correfpondents are defired to obferve, that they may fend 
their Favours by any of the New/men, free of Expence. 


POETRY. 




















PQ ET RY. 





An occafional Prologue, fpoken to the Tragedy of Fulius 
Czfar, which was pt sss by the young Gentlemen of 


Mr. Weatherdon’s Boarding-School, in Newton-Abbot, 
on Friday, December 3, 1790. 


HAT various fcenes are fafhion’d by mankind 
To pleafe the fancy, and divert the mind ! 

As diffrent taftes in diffrent natures rife, 
So num’rous entertainments men devife ; 
We’ve routs, afflemblies, balls, and mafquerades, 
Plays, op’ras, puppet-fhews, Italian fhades ; 
Rope-dancers, tumblers, mountebank: buffoons, 
Animal magnetifm, and air balloons ; 
Moving and {peaking figures; learned pigs; 
And dancing dogs, in ruffles and bag-wigs 5 
Fire-eaters, giants, dwarfs, and many more, 
‘Too tedious at this time to reckon o’er. 
Rut ’mongft this train, which we amufements call, 
The ftage isthought moft rational of all ; 
‘This our immortal Shakefpeare hath defin’d 
‘Tobe the faithful mirror of mankind, 
By which the characters of life are fhewn, 
And all their various difpofitions known ; 
‘This holds up virtue in the faireft view, 
And vice expofes in its native hue ; 
The paths of wifcom clearly it difplays, 
And points its fatire againft folly’s ways ; 
Inftru€tion with amufement here we find, 
The utile and dulce well combin’d. 

When fcience flourifh’d in an attic age, 
And Rofcius fhone unrivall’d on the ftage, 
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The youth of Rome declaim’d in public fchools, 
And form’d their manners on dramatic rules ; 
Bright emulation fir’d each gen’rous breatt, 
And the fublimer paffions ftood confefs’d ; 
Then princes gloried in the actor’s art, 

That ftriking portrait of the human heart !) 
Sought laurels thence, nor fcorn’d theatric fame, 
Courted applaufe, and gain’d a public name. 


But not confin’d to Roman times alone, 
In ev’ry age the drama fince has fhone, 
Thro’ Europe now its luftre fpreads around, 
Inev’ry kingdom theatres abound ; 

On Britain’s ifle in {plendid forms they rife, 
Which, as of old, e’en princes patronize ; 

Statefmen and nobles countenance the fame, 
And fpread the drama’s ftillincreafing fame. 


Since then the ftage fuch high protection finds, 
From great and noble, good.and virtuous minds, 
Since innocent amufement it imparts, 

And moral leflons gives t’improve our hearts, 
Imprefs’d by thefe, we ftriplings of this {chool, 
(Quite unacquainted with dramatic rule) 

‘To night attempt in tragic ftrains to prate 
Of injur’d freedom, and a falling ftate ; 

Of deep confpiracy, and Czefar’s doom, 

And civil ftrite amongft the chiefs of Rome. 


Critics avaunt ! Nor let your frowns appear 
Amongtt thefe fmiling countenances here ; 
Be all good-humour’d—we’ll proceed with fpirit, 
And do our beft your kind applaufe to merit ; 
But fhould we wrong the beauties of the ftage, 
Attribute it, we pray, to youthful age ; 
Sufpend your judgement, and your cenfure leave, 
And emulation with fweet {miles receive ; 
Pafs by our faults, and if defert you find, 
Torifing genius bea little kind ; 
Let our endeavours in your praifes live, 
And, if we merit it, the laurel give. 


For 
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To D Y——, fecond Brother of a genteel Family, 
refident in London, thefe Lines, written from a Principle 
of Gratitude, are humbly addreffed, occaftoned by his 
viewing my left Arm with a Tear of Pity, which was at 
that Time fadly hurt. 


OLISH’D by feeling, and enrich’d with fenfe, 
Thefe gen’rous tears declare thy excellence. 

But why for me fuch pearly gems beftow? 
I am not worth one tear which falls from you. 
Oh! could my mufe afcend and fing thy praife, 
Bring ev’ry virtue in its pureft blaze, 
See reafon, learning, fentiment combin’d, 
And paint your innate elegance of mind ; 
Oh thou who know’ft to wing away the hour, 
With charming {cience, {weet defcriptive power ! 
Improve each judgment, and illume each tafte, 
Of tender friendfhip form the dear repaft. 
Here would my mufe a-while delighted ftray, 
And fee your tales arife in brilliant ray 5 
View jut intelligence by fancy drefs’d, 
And fing the noble feelings of your breaft ; 
Thofe teelings which the glow of joy impart, 
A thrill of tranfport to the woe-fraught heart ; 
Grace every fentiment with beauteous eafe, 
And make illiterate men recede to pleafe ; 
Here would my pen indulge, adorn this page, 
And fing thy form, which furely doth engage— 
In pity to the ladies I forbear, 
And only fing thy pleafing character. 
For private reafons I conceal your name, 
Leaft here pale envy throw her dart at fame ; 
For envy’s fting, as gnats or fummer flies, 
May bite the flefh, and interrupt your joys. 
O could my mufe but write like fome, afpire 
And from the graces gain poetic fire, 
Then fhould thy name rebound from fhore to fhore, 
Till hand could write, Reclufa {peaks no more ! 


RECLUSA, 
Wincantons 
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